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PROF. MONIKA ZIN is the head of the research group “Buddhist Murals of Kucha on the Northern Silk Road” 
at the Saxon Academy of Sciences and Humanities in Leipzig, Germany. She studied Dramatics, Literature, 
Art History, and Indology in Krakow and Munich where she also taught Art of South and Central Asia for 25 
years. Zin’s dissertation focussed on the Sanskrit dramas discovered in Trivandrum; for her second dissertation 
(Habilitation) she studied the paintings at Ajanta. Among her research contributions are monographs (Ajanta –
Handbook of the Paintings 2: Devotional and Ornamental Paintings, Wiesbaden 2003; Compassion and Miracles. 
Difficult Conversions and their Iconography in Indian Buddhism, Wiesbaden 2007; [with Dieter Schlingloff] 
Saṃsāracakra, The Wheel of Rebirth in the Indian Tradition, Munich 2007; all written in German; English editions 
will be published in India) as well as numerous shorter studies on Buddhist narrative art ranging from Kucha in 
Central Asia to Borobudur on Java. One of her long-term research interests is the art of ancient Āndhradeśa; her 
book on the stūpa at Kanaganahalli (Karnataka) was published in Delhi in 2018. Her book Representations of the 
Parinirvāṇa Story Cycle in Kucha, the second volume of the Leipzig Kucha Studies, has just been released.
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