
Grand challenges today in politics, 
economics, social justice, immigration, 
armed conflicts, and environment are 
creating an overlapping effect between 
the Asian and the global, making it 
necessary that the existing framework 
for Asian Studies be re-crafted. 
Intensifying flows of people, goods, 
ideas, and cultures within Asia and 
between Asia and the rest of the world 
are calling for a new approach to Asia 
from a transnational and transhistorical 
perspective. The Chao Center’s new 
research initiative, the Transnational 
Asia Research Initiative (TARI), brings 
together scholars from a broad spectrum 
of disciplines and methodologies to 
address this complexity.

Fall 2018

Seminar Series
September 26, 2018

October 31, 2018

October 3, 2018

chaocenter.rice.edu

Mechanical Lab 209
12:00 - 1:00 PM

Sohoon Yi
T.T. and W.F. Chao Foundation Postdoctoral 
Fellow in Transnational Asian Studies

Maria C. Hwang
Henry Luce Foundation Postdoctoral Fellow 

in Southeast Asian Studies

Alex Jong-Seok Lee
Academy of Korean Studies (AKS) Postdoctoral 
Fellow in Transnational Korean Studies Lunch Provided

Free and open to the public.
No RSVP required.

TARI:
Transnational Asia Research Initiative

Gendered Regimes of Illegality: The State 
Management of Women’s Migration in Asia

“You’re Family Only When You’re Rich”: 
The Moral Economy of Visas, Kinship, and 
Relational Labor

Se-cura: Security as the Presence and 
Absence of Care among Feminized  
South Korean Flight Attendant Labor
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Spring 2019

Seminar Series
February 15, 2019

April 5, 2019

April 8, 2019

chaocenter.rice.edu

Mechanical Lab 209

Brianne Donaldson
Bhagwaan Mahavir/Chao Family Foundation 
Postdoctoral Fellow in Jain Studies

Brendan A. Galipeau
Annette and Hugh Gragg Postdoctoral Fellow 

in Transnational Asian Studies

D. Mitra Barua
Annette and Hugh Gragg Postdoctoral Fellow 
in Transnational Asian Studies

11:00 AM - Noon
Lunch Provided

Free and open to the public.
No RSVP required.

TARI:
Transnational Asia Research Initiative

Salmon in Shangri-La: Aquaculture and 
Identity in China and Tibet

Jainism and Bioethics: From Consequences to 
an “Ethics of Carefulness”

Rohingyas are (not) Bengalis: Fighting over 
the Geographical Integrity and Cultural 
Autonomy in Myanmar’s Arakan

February 27, 2019

Maria C. Hwang
Henry Luce Foundation Postdoctoral Fellow 

in Southeast Asian Studies

Differentiated Intimate Economies: Intimate 
Labor, Exchange Practices, and Gendered 

Migration in Hong Kong


